2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Writing this letter in the
afterglow of our annual
dinner, it is a good time for
reflection and also for
looking forward. I am
particularly proud to
represent the Springboard
Foundation as president during our 20th anniversary of
bringing “venture philanthropy” to the Chicago communities
that need it most. During the last 20 years Springboard
has supported more than 100 start-up nonprofits providing
afterschool programs, with more than $5.6 million in
total funding.
But as Springboard founder Doug Mabie reminds us, the real
difference makers are the selfless, inspirational community
leaders who create and grow the afterschool programs that
impact so many Chicago youth.
The examples of these difference makers at our dinner were
abundant. I marveled at the Breakthrough FamilyPlex that
hosted our event. Bill Curry and his team built a beautiful
facility to support the community just two years ago, now it
serves more than 1,600 students. I was inspired by the

growth and development of our graduating grantee class,
especially Springboard Award winner Latrice MacArthur of
Bella Cuisine Kids Cooking Club. And it is always heartwarming to see the excitement of our newest grantees who
are joining the Springboard family for the first time.
All of this reminds me further that it is critical for us to
continue our Springboard mission for the next twenty years.
To do so, we need to recruit new members to our cause
and there has never been a better time to do it than our
anniversary year. We have a calendar of events to aid
planning and offer flexibility to accommodate busy schedules. Please contact our executive director, Sejal ShahMyers (sejal@springboardfoundation.org) to help you with
your recruitment efforts.
Now more than ever, Chicago’s youth need engaging afterschool programs, led by intrepid leaders. Our confirmed
commitment to afterschool and more importantly engagement can make a difference. Engagement in the communities, engagement with our programs and their leaders, and
engagement with each other, to help make Springboard as
impactful as it can be.
Sincerely,
Ken McAtamney

BY THE NUMBERS

2017–2018 SPRINGBOARD GRANTEES: Automotive Mentoring Group • The Bella Cuisine Kids Cooking Club • Chicago-Lawndale Amachi Mentoring Program (LAMP)
• Chicago Hopes for Kids • Chicago Metamorphosis Orchestra Project • City Incite • Diasporal Discoveries • Dream on Education • Forward Momentum Chicago •
GirlForward • Grace and Peace • Inspire Girls Academy • Living Works Afterschool Program • Lost Boyz • Madonna Mission • Mariachi Heritage Foundation •
Math Circles of Chicago • MoneyThink • Music In Urban Schools Inspiring Change (M.U.S.I.C) • Musical Arts Institute • My Block, My Hood, My City • Poetry Center of
Chicago • Red Clay Dance • River City Community Development Center (R City) • Shift:Engelwood Youth Orchestra • Supplies for Dreams • Students Run Chi •
Territory NFP • The Simple Good • West Point School of Music • Wood Family Foundation

2 sports
programs

2 trades
programs

9 tutoring/
mentoring
programs

10 arts and culture
programs

2 experiential
programs

1 personal
finance
program

2 STEM
programs

1 literacy
program

In 2017, more than 5,000 students are supported by 31 Springboard grantees
(SPRINGBOARD’S LARGEST GRANTEE PORTFOLIO EVER!)

1 cooking
program

1 entrepreneurship
program

Victory Is Sweet for Springboard
Award Winner Latrice MacArthur
The Springboard Award is an award to recognize a grantee that has shown progress in
serving more students and building a stronger, more sustainable organization. In short, this
award is about impact. This year’s Springboard Award Winner is Chef Latrice MacArthur,
founder of Bella Cuisine Kids Cooking Club. As we celebrate Latrice’s many accomplishments over five years, we can’t help but look back to that first meeting. In terms of what
Springboard looks for: a good idea, engaged students and a determined leader — Latrice’s
program was a slam dunk.
Latrice’s win also made her reflective. She said, “I started Bella Cuisine to improve the way the children in under-resourced
communities ate. When I was first introduced to Springboard I was on the verge of giving up. We had six reliable students. It
has been a formidable challenge and one that we have not won outright. But what has happened is that we have reached so
many youth, and had a positive influence on their health and familial relationships. We have also provided career advice, access
to trusted adults that they would not have had otherwise, and have now grown to over 725 students in 3 states.”

Springboard Foundation was
honored on October 24, 2017 at
the annual Opening Doors Benefit
supporting Erie Elementary
Charter School.

Honoring
Our
Founder
An idea, sparked by experiencing philanthropy in an
up-close-and-personal way,
has now raised
more than
$5.6 million for
small, emerging
afterschool
programs and their
intrepid leaders.
This year, as
Springboard
Foundation celebrates its 20th
anniversary, we sat down with
founder Doug Mabie to learn
why he stays engaged and
what 20 years of grantmaking
has to teach us.

Springboard was a critical early supporter helping seed the afterschool
program. Many of Erie’s first students who benefitted from the afterschool program will be entering their Freshman year of college this fall!
Executive Director Sejal Shah-Myers, on hand to receive the award
described the honor as, “the perfect gift for our 20th anniversary.”

Q&A WITH DOUG MABIE, SPRINGBOARD
FOUNDATION’S FOUNDER
How did you get the idea of Springboard Foundation?
I was part of Young Leaders Fund [at The Chicago Community Trust] and did it for 2 years.
I was exposed to a lot of things and saw emerging programs through that. I enjoyed the
hands on experience and meeting kids and grantees. I knew other people my age wanted
to do the same thing. I thought, “Let’s make something bigger and more permanent.”
What is your favorite part of Springboard?
So many things: the interaction with grantees and kids, meeting truly amazing
people. Some of the best people I’ve met in my life were grantees. Getting to
know the Springboard members because you get to know people on a
different level. It’s been a lot of fun too.
How do you make time for it?
I think it is important. I enjoy doing it. I think we make it very efficient for the
members. It is manageable and it is fun to do. When you actually go on the
visits you are always glad you did it. It is just a great use of time. Different
than any other thing I do. I do this other stuff, and it is great, but it is not Springboard.
You get to see different neighborhoods and that is really important.
What have you learned about making grants over 20 years?
Got to invest in good people. Similar to buying a good stock. It’s the people. Our greatest
success stories are run by really good leaders.

ANNUAL DINNER

LONGTIME DONORS, SPRINGBOARD MEMBERS, CURRENT AND PAST GRANTEES AND THEIR GUESTS MIX, MEET AND MINGLE.

On September 7, 2017, Springboard Foundation held its Annual Dinner celebrating 20 years of grantmaking at the
FamilyPlex at Breakthrough. On this inspirational evening Springboard celebrated what we’ve accomplished together,
honored our founders and acknowledged the help we’ve had along the day. Many alums, both members and grantees,
honored us with their presence to celebrate this special milestone. This was Springboard’s largest annual dinner to
date. Springboard awarded more than $350,000 in grants to 31 organizations, our largest portfolio yet! This year’s
featured entertainment, a 22-piece steel drum band, was provided by West Point School of Music. The student
musicians opened the anniversary event, played during dinner, and helped close out the night.

more exciting is what happens after
they graduate.

A NOTE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It’s our 20 year anniversary! I am
immensely proud of what Springboard
has accomplished and so excited about
the year ahead. Every year we read
about and meet incredible and brave
leaders who heed the call of their community against great odds. After talking
with them, whether we fund them or not,
their message is clear, “no one supports
small, start up nonprofits, please keep
doing it.” With your help, we do.
In philanthropy, we plant seeds today to
enjoy the shade years down the road.
We are delighted when we see incremental growth over a grantee’s time
with Springboard. We have played a
supporting role in several terrific
success stories. They are highlighted
on our website under Springboard
Award Winner Spotlight. But perhaps

Alums of Springboard funding are
always quick to point out the importance of consecutive years of funding
too. Nonprofits use the stability of
repeat funding to builder stronger, more
stable foundations from which to grow.
That is the true springboard.
But you may ask, “So what’s new? How
is Springboard addressing the pressing
issues in Chicago?” Simple, through
the collective power of our grantees.
Our grantee portfolio, 31 programs that
stretch from Rogers Park on the
Northside to Roseland on the Southside,
are on the ground with programs that
address the most critical circumstances
in the city. Programs using STEAM
curriculum, restorative justice principles, and youth engagement to address

gun violence. Together our programs
support more than 6,000 students
ranging in ages from kindergarten to
high school. Your support of Springboard
is a win-win: commitment to funding
grassroots organizations that are
closest to the issues we care about and
investments that build organizational
health and stability.
There is no better year to push even
harder than in celebration of our 20th
anniversary. I hope you take pride in
how far we’ve come because it is only
due to your support. I also hope
Springboard can count on you to roll up
your sleeves because we have more to
do. Our grantees, the students, and
Chicago are depending on us. Let’s get
to work!
In appreciation,
Sejal Shah-Myers

Making Your Annual Gift Is as Easy and as Simple as Ever
You can visit our website www.springboardfoundation.org and use your credit card to make your annual contribution. You
can also send checks made payable to Springboard Foundation to: The Chicago Community Trust, 225 N. Michigan Avenue,
Suite 2200, Chicago, IL 60601. The Springboard Foundation also accepts gifts of stock and wire delivery. When using
these choices, please alert The Chicago Community Trust by fax: 312.616.7972 attention Finance Department. See insert
for directions.
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